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Introduction
12
This article summarizes the results of an extensive study 1 on how Quebec
francophone Conservative Protestants situate themselves with respect to
the laws governing punitive parenting practices, including the use of
corporal punishment. Specifically this study focuses on a widespread
problem, namely abusive corporal punishment against children that
occurs in accordance with a strict observance of the Bible. The author
looked at this issue from an angle seldom explored, that is how
Conservative Protestants consider the compatibility of their religious
beliefs about corporal punishment and the laws that govern this practice,
and how they resolve any eventual conflicts between their beliefs and
these laws.
To clarify the object of the present study, the following paragraphs, will
describe who the Conservative Protestants are, their discourse on
corporal punishment and the laws governing punitive parenting
practices. This section will be followed by a description of the research
methodology and the findings.
_______________________________

Pacheco, A. (2010). Étude sur le châtiment corporel des enfants chez les protestants
conservateurs francophones du Québec. Conflit entre loi séculière et loi divine ? Thèse
de doctorat, École de criminologie, Université de Montréal, Montréal. Available on
http://hdl.handle.net/1866/4739
1

Continued on page 2

Note:
Info-Cult wishes to thank Debbie Carroll for her work in editing the
English version of this text. If there are any questions about the text
please refer to the original version in French. It can be found here:
http://infosect.freeshell.org/infocult/2015-Fe29-Nouvelles.pdf

Info-Cult’s Web Site
Info-Cult’s bilingual website has been operating since 1999. With its unique
collection of information and its easy accessibility across all platforms, our
website has been visited by hundreds of thousands of visitors from around
the world. The planning, creation and maintenance of the site has been in
the very competent hands of Robert Seely and Louis Raphael. Info-Cult
is extremely fortunate to have these two dedicated volunteers, who over
the years have given thousands of hours of their time and expertise to this
very important project. We are extremely grateful for their commitment.

Robert Seely
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Conservative Protestants … (continued from page 1)
Conservative Protestantism and its discourse on corporal punishment
Protestantism is divided into two principal orientations: liberal which advocates a metaphorical reading of the
Bible, and conservative, which advocates a very close reading of the text. Conservative Protestants, or members of
Conservative Protestant churches who are often called "evangelical Christians", have a very close interpretation, or
even literal one, of the Bible. They believe that, because the Bible was dictated by God, it is therefore the
fundamental source of all authority and a sufficient guide to direct all human behavior (Ellison and Sherkat, 1993).
All conservative churches share the same doctrinal principles, but are not equal in the degree of conservatism
which varies according to their interpretation of the Bible: the more this interpretation approaches the text, the
more it is considered conservative, the most conservative position being fundamentalism (Bergeron, 1987; Ellison
and Sherkat, 1993; Chartrand, 1995). In Quebec, the most common conservative churches are the Baptists,
Evangelicals and Pentecostals (Lougheed, 1999)
Because of their interpretation of several Bible verses, including 22: 15 and 23: 13-141, about the nature of the child,
Conservative Protestants consider that the child is inclined to evil and therefore doomed to damnation, and that
corporal punishment used as a disciplinary measure, allows to correct the child’s nature, which favors the child’s
salvation. Thereby punishing the child would be a proof of parental love. They believe, moreover, that as Christians,
they have an obligation before God to correct the nature of their children and raise them in obedience to the
divine law, that is to say the precepts of the Bible (Ellison and Sherkat, 1993; Bartkowski, 1995; Ellison, Bartkowski and
Segal, 1996). Therefore, many of them subject their children to frequent and sometimes severe corporal punishment
when it is carried out with objects such as sticks (Bartskowski 1995; Bartkowski and Ellison, 1995). This is common in
the case of the fundamentalists, because they make a literal interpretation of the "rod" mentioned in the Bible, but
also from Conservative Protestants who are not fundamentalists, but who consider that punishment administered
with objects is more "correct" than correction made with the hand (Ellison and Sherkat 1993)
________________________________________________________________________________________________

Folly is bound up in the heart of a child,
but the rod of discipline will drive it far away.
(The Holy Bible, Proverbs 22 : 15)
1

Do not withhold discipline from a child;
if you punish them with the rod, they will not die.
Punish them with the rod
and save them from death.
(The Holy Bible, Proverb 23 : 13-14))
.

…continued on page 3

Education
2015 Annual International ICSA Conference, Stockholm, Sweden,
June 25-27 (Pre-Conference workshops June 24th).
The International Cultic Studies Association (ICSA) is conducting its 2015
Annual International Conference with Info-Secte/Info-Cult of Montreal and
Hjälpkällan (Help Source - a support organization for people leaving closed
religious movements).

_________________
2015 International
ICSA Conference,
Stockholm, Sweden
_____________________

This year’s theme is Children in High-Control Groups. There will be a track on
the conference theme as well as tracks addressing the needs of mental
health professionals, former members, researchers, families, and others.
For more information: http://www.icsahome.com/events/conferenceannual
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In recent years, these literal interpretations of the Bible led to many legal proceedings under child protection
laws, both in the United States, the birthplace of conservative Protestantism, and in Canada and Quebec.
Essentially, individuals who adopted these doctrines were reproached for having abused the use of corporal
punishment to the point of physical abuse. Moreover, there are times when Conservative Protestant groups formally
require their members to administer punishment using objects, and encourage them to defy the laws that limit the
use of corporal punishment, as was the case in Quebec, during the 1980s, in the Windsor
Baptist Church, a
congregation where all the children were beaten with sticks (Pacheco and Casoni, 2008), or in Aylmer, Ontario, in
2001, where children were beaten with chains (Depatie, 2005).
This is not to say that because of their religious orientation, all Conservative Protestants administer excessive
corporal punishment to their children or are prepared to defy the law. Certainly not all conservative Protestant
churches preach disobedience to the law. As some researchers have suggested (Ammerman, 1991; Ellison and
Sherkat, 1993), although the Conservative Protestants in general have an attitude that is very favourable to corporal
punishment, there are differences among them in their practices and in their attitude with respect to the law.
The transgression of the law by Conservative Protestants is, in fact, a paradox; because of their obedience
to the Bible, they are bound to obey secular laws. However, this obligation would not apply if a law is considered
contrary to the principles of the Bible. Faced with such inconsistency, they feel they have a choice, even the
obligation to disobey such a law, because the divine law would take precedence over any human law, as it is
enacted by God. In other words, the transgression of laws governing corporal punishment from the Conservative
Protestants would depend, in principle, on their perception of the incompatibility of the laws with Bible verses on the
issue.
The legal framework for corporal punishment
In Quebec, punitive parenting practices are governed by Article 43 of the Criminal Code of Canada which
authorizes parents and other persons responsible for a child to use physical force to correct the child as long as it
"does not exceed what is reasonable ", and by the Quebec Youth Protection Act, in particular Article 38 (e), which
protects children against being treated in way that could harm their development, including physical abuse, and
Article 39, which makes it mandatory to report to the Youth Protection Branch when there are reasonable grounds to
suppose that a child suffers abuse that may compromise the child’s safety or development.
As a result of several disputes between Conservative Protestants and child welfare agencies, the Supreme
Court of Canada made some clarifications in 2004 with respect to what is not considered reasonable for corporal
punishment including unreasonable punitive practices, corporal punishment with objects, and corporal punishment
of children under two years of age (Supreme Court of Canada, 2004). These clarifications paved the way to a
situation of incompatibility between the laws and the religious beliefs of Conservative Protestants, and to a possible
transgression of the law on their part. As we will show in our results, this does not depend exclusively on their
interpretation of the verses of the Bible relating to corporal punishment, but also on other variables.
Methodology
The methodology used in this study is a mixed qualitative methodology based on a series of non-participating in situ
observations of religious services and doctrinal teaching workshops in four Conservative Protestant congregations
(two Evangelical Churches, one Pentecostal Church and one Baptist church), followed by a series of interviews with
thirty-nine Conservative Protestants belonging to these congregations. This material was complemented by a
documentary analysis of the literature produced by these groups.
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It should be noted that, due to the delicate subject of the research, the churches that have agreed to
participate in our study are the rather moderate conservative Churches. Thus, our results are not representative of
the entire Quebec Conservative Protestant communities. However, they illustrate the mechanism through which the
laws are evaluated with regard to the teachings of the Bible.

Results
Uniformity of discourse
As it has been said, the churches in this study are rather moderate; therefore, none of them advocate a literal
interpretation of the proverbs related to "rod of correction". In fact, none of the pastors who lead them prescribe a
specific way to discipline children, and considering it to be a matter of parental jurisdiction. Similarly, they consider it
is up to parents to decide how they position themselves with regard to any discrepancies between their religious
teachings and the law. However, through various channels - sermons, doctrinal workshops, readings, community life,
the same message on corporal punishment is conveyed in the four congregations which has a conflictual position in
relation to the laws on the subject and, more broadly, in relation to the state.
This shared discourse is actually that of the moderate wing of the American Conservative Protestantism,
dominant today1. Quite elaborate, it incorporates elements of the conservative traditional approach described
above, including the negative perception of the child, the latter being perceived as rebellious and proud, even
nasty, because of his nature which is supposedly prone to evil. The main manifestation of the child’s evil inclination
would be his desire for autonomy, which should be overcome at an early age in order to make him submissive to
God, which would allow for his salvation after death, but also for a good life. Left alone, the child would not only be
doomed to damnation, but life would be filled with setbacks (unemployment, substance abuse, etc.). Children with
a "strong character", namely a "more rebellious" nature, would even risk becoming delinquents.
Unlike the traditional discourse centered on the need to aggressively hit the child to correct his nature, this
one advocates moderation in punishment; the focus is more on the need to make the child more compliant rather
than on the means to achieve it. In this sense, corporal punishment is touted as the best way to make the child
submit to authority figures, notably the father, to later promote submission to the authority of God. The use of objects
is recommended, but not because of a literal interpretation of the Bible, but a ritualized procedure for making the
punishment "acceptable”. This helps the parent to control anger and to gauge the amount of punishment that
prevents the child from associating the hand of the parent to the punishments, etc.
This discourse is accompanied by a rather negative perception of Quebec society, perceived by the
interviewees as corrupt because of the growing rejection of religion and of a vertical, patriarchal social order they
consider to be established by God. The state, in particular, would be under the influence of groups trying to establish
an anti-Christian society; therefore it would enact laws contrary to the Bible, including those that support women's
rights, the freedom of adolescents, those related to sexuality, or those designed to prohibit the use of corporal
punishment. The purpose of these laws would be to erode the family, and more specifically, to reduce man's
authority within the family in order to educate new generations according to non-Christian values..
_____________________________________
1

This discourse on corporal punishment has been developed by several authors, of which the most influential is James Dobson, who
has devoted several books to the topic (1970, 1976, 1978, 1987, 1992).
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This discourse is surprisingly similar in the four congregations in this study despite their different denominations,
although it varies considerably among respondents according to their degree of conservatism. The more
conservative they are, the more they have a negative perception of the child and therefore they consider corporal
punishment more necessary, even indispensable to change the child’s nature. Also, they have a negative view of
the state and of its the laws. Conversely, the views of the less conservative are very nuanced. However, most
interviewees remain very favorable to corporal punishment, although many regard punishment administered by a
hand as correct.
Ignorance of the law
Since most of the interviewees do not make a literal interpretation of the Bible verses, one would expect that
interviewees who consider that there is an incompatibility between their religious beliefs and laws are few.
Surprisingly, we found that in general, the perception of an incompatibility between these laws and the Bible was, to
a greater or lesser extent, dependant on the interviewee. Even more surprising, we found that most of them did not
know the laws governing the use of corporal punishment.
In fact, even though all interviewees emphasized their duty as Christians to respect the laws, except in cases
where they are contrary to the Bible, 20 of the 39 interviewees, about half, did not know the laws with regard to
punitive parenting practices. Eleven of them were convinced that corporal punishment was prohibited in Quebec
and nine had no idea of the content of these laws. So how did they decide that these laws were incompatible with
the Bible?
Method for determining the compatibility between secular law and divine law
We discovered a rather complex manner in the way interviewees determined the compatibility between secular
and divine law. Two aspects can be evaluated together or separately: the fact that the state enacts laws relating to
corporal punishment and the content of these laws. According to the interviewees, these two aspects are related to
several biblical principles that the state is supposed to follow when making laws:
1. - The duty of allegiance of secular authorities to God. According to the Bible, temporal power was
established by God to represent his authority on earth. In this way, he is supposed to ensure that divine law is
being observed. In this regard, what is being assessed is whether or not the state fulfills its duty to God by
trying to limit punitive parenting practices and, more broadly, if it respects divine law.
2. - The institutional order created by God. The interviewees are convinced that God established an
institutional hierarchy destined to provide a framework for humans: first the family, then the Church, and
finally the state. In this way, they evaluate whether the state has the right to legislate on a practice they
consider to be under family jurisdiction, and if its laws favour the family or not.
3. The right of parents to punish their children as conferred by God. Here, the interviewees evaluate whether
the state, through legislation on corporal punishment, infringes on this right of parents, and if so, whether
such interference is acceptable or not.
4. The obligation of parents to correct their children, Here, they evaluate whether restrictions imposed by the
secular law allow them to fulfill their obligations as parents.
5. - The teachings related to the administration of punishment. Finally, if these laws respect what the Bible
prescribes for punitive practices, namely their interpretation of proverbs that deals with corporal punishment.
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Based on their understanding of these principles interviewees establish whether or not these laws undermine
the Bible, and how they determine the severity of the infringement. In this way, we have identified four levels of
incompatibility that are based on the severity assigned to the infringement of these principles: 1) a minor
incompatibility in which case they deal with the laws without problem; 2) an average incompatibility where they
deal with the laws without too much difficulty; 3) a serious incompatibility with which they are struggling to deal, and
4) a total incompatibility which makes disobedience to the laws mandatory in their eyes.
Although the interviewees assess different dimensions to decide on the compatibility of laws with the Bible,
the interpretation of proverbs on disciplining children is often the point at which secular law and divine law are
considered to be totally incompatible with each other.
Based on an analysis of our findings, we have developed an explanatory model of the decision making
process of the interviewees to determine the compatibility of laws on parental punitive practices with the Bible. This is
mostly dependent on the degree of conservatism of individuals.
The more the interviewees are conservative, the more their interpretation of biblical principles is rigid, that is
they find it easier to determine that the provisions of the law violate these principles. Similarly, the more conservative
they are, the more serious they consider violations of various biblical principles, assigning a significantly higher of
incompatibility of these laws with the Bible. Therefore, they are less likely to negotiate with these incompatibilities,
especially since they have more polarized negative perceptions of the state. The less conservative interviewees, in
turn, have a less rigid interpretation of these principles and tend to perceive these violations as less serious, being
more inclined to negotiate, because they have a less negative attitude regarding the state.
Four levels of conservatism have been established in our sample (39):
1. - Very pronounced conservatism (fundamentalist position). Marginal (four interviewees);
2. - Pronounced Conservatism (about one third of the sample);
3. - Average Conservatism (a little over a third of the sample);
4. - Moderate Conservatism (less than one third of the sample)
The widespread perception among interviewees that there is an incompatibility between the laws and their religious
principles is related mainly to their negative perception of the state. There is consensus that the state, in general,
does not fulfill its duty to God and that it violates the divine law by legislating on corporal punishment, regardless of
the content of the laws, since it would infringe on the rights of parents to discipline their children. In addition, they are
convinced that the state wants to ban all corporal punishment (for many of them, it already did) in order to distract
their children from the faith. Any assessment of the laws is actually tainted by this idea, which they find threatening
because of the perceptions they have of the future of children who have not been educated to obey divine law.
However, this perceived conflict between secular law and divine law is not very critical for the majority of
the interviewees. Given the fairly moderate conservatism predominant in our sample, most church members in the
study consider the incompatibilities between the laws governing punitive parenting practices and biblical principles
as average, even minor in the case of less conservative interviewees. Only the most conservative among them
perceive a serious incompatibility, especially concerning the clarification of the Supreme Court regarding the use of
objects to perform corporal punishment. As for the few fundamentalists, they see a total incompatibility of any law
relating to corporal punishment with the Bible
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The resolution of incompatibilities between secular law and divine law
We identified three different ways in which the interviewees resolved incompatibilities between the laws governing
corporal punishment and their religious principles: 1) a conciliatory attitude, involving an effort to accept the laws; 2)
an omission attitude towards the law that would result in a passive disobedience; 3) a protest attitude, where
disobedience is seen as a form of activism.
The elements that influence such attitudes are:
1. - The degree of perceived incompatibility between secular law and divine law. This is the most important.
Faced with the perception of a total incompatibility, all interviewees would choose to disobey the laws.
2. - The perception of the state and of its regulatory bodies, including Youth Protection. The less negative
these perceptions, the more possibilities of dealing with moderate to severe incompatibilities.
3. - The symbolic importance given to laws. For example, we observed more attachment to the law in men
older than 40 years; little attachment in women and even less in individuals under 40 who adopt more of an
attitude of omission.
4. - The positioning of the congregation, to which they belong, to towards society. The interviewees tend to
adopt the views of their congregation: those who belong to churches in the study that are active politically
tend to adopt an attitude of defiance; those belonging to the two congregations with a more segregated
stance towards society tend to adopt an attitude of omission. Finally, those who are members of the
congregation that is more open to society tend to have a conciliatory attitude.
Variables that influence the degree of conservatism
Since the conservatism of the interviewees is central to the tone of the Conservative Protestant discourse shared by
the four congregations and their positions regarding laws, we conclude this article by discussing the variables that
influence the degree of conservatism:
We identified six variables, of which three variables are related to the congregation to which one belongs
and the other three to individual characteristics:
Conservatism of the congregation to which one belongs. Although the four congregations in the study
are quite moderate, there are some differences between them, notably the conservatism of their
leaders.
The internal dynamics of the congregation to which one belongs (possibility of discussion, attitude
towards doctrinal deviance).
The orientation of the congregation to which one belongs in relation to the secular world (withdrawal,
contestation, openness).
The gender of the interviewee. Women generally have more moderate views than men.
Doctrinal training of the interviewee. Interviewees with better doctrinal training tend to be less
conservative.
The generation to which one belongs as a Protestant Conservative (1st, 2nd and 3rd). This is the variable
that most influences the degree of conservatism of the interviewees.
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First generation individuals or those who converted from another religion, tend to have more conservative
positions and adhere more firmly to the doctrine. They tend to have a more negative or even radical view of the
world. This is especially true of ordinary male members, who often have more conservative views than those of the
leaders of their congregations. They are very supportive of corporal punishment and the administration of
punishment with objects.
Second generation individuals, or children whose parents converted, tend to have a much less pronounced
degree of conservatism and moderate views in relation to all issues. They are less favorable to corporal punishment,
and tend to deviate from the doctrine, especially women.
Third generation individuals are those with the most moderate views regarding all issue that were addressed
in this study. They are particularly critical of the doctrine and propose their own interpretations of the Bible.
It is noteworthy that all respondents who were born in a conservative environment are less favorable to
corporal punishment, and often opposed to the administration of punishment with objects, especially women. Four
of them are even not even in favour of administering corporal punishment.
These differences can be explained by three factors: 1) a more solid identity as Conservative Protestants: by
virtue of their birth, they do not have to be defined as having a strict adherence to the Bible. 2) traumatic childhood
experiences related to corporal punishment. 3) Cultural dissonance. For their parents, the rejection of society was a
choice, but not for them. They try to adopt a lifestyle more in line with that of Quebec society.
Given the demographics of the congregations in the study, first generation Conservative Protestants outnumber the
other respondents. According to the literature, they also account for the majority of the members of the
conservative Protestant churches in Quebec (Lougheed, 1999). Second generation members are few and third
generation are the exception. This is understandable in light of the widespread number of disaffected youth leaving
the church. In our view, this phenomenon inhibits the evolution of a more moderate Conservative Protestantism
discourse regarding child discipline.
For references, see page 12
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Education (continued)
Info-Cult’s Web Site
Different pages on our website are updated on an ongoing basis and a number of documents and programs are
available in their entirety. For example:
Governmental Reports
This page http://infosect.freeshell.org/infocult/ic-gov.html provides a range of government studies and
reports, legal decisions and other documents from 18 countries and the Council of Europe.
The section on Canada http://infosect.freeshell.org/infocult/ic-gov.html#CAN has 3 parts with a large
collection of information related to Polygamy in Canada as well as a number of legal decisions and
other government documents.
One very recent edition to this page is a Guide which was prepared by the CSSS (Centre de services
sociaux de l’Estrie) in 1988 after their experience dealing with the Eglise Baptiste de Windsor. Little know
but very informative The Guide d’Intervention : Intervenir en application de la loi sur la protection de la
jeunesse en contexte sectaire still has much to offer 36 years after it was prepared.
Upcoming Programs / Conferences / Other Events
Besides the ICSA conference which has been described earlier in this newsletter, of note on this
page: http://infosect.freeshell.org/infocult/ic-events.html is the upcoming CESNUR conference in
Estonia.
Bookmark our site: www.infocult.org and keep up to date

New Acquisitions:
Starting in this edition we will provide the complete list of acquisitions that have been added to our library since
our last newsletter.
The combined list which includes the library acquisitions since 1999 can be found here:
http://infosect.freeshell.org/infocult/ic-selacq.html. If you would like to know about the rest of our collection
(journals, newsletters, file, videos, etc…) please contact us. Additional information on these acquisitions can be
found on our web site at: www.infosecte.org See: Info-Cult’s Library Collection.

BOOKS
Banisadr, Masoud
Destructive and Terrorist Cults: A New Kind of Slavery, Leaders, Followers, and Mind
Manipulation
Research Institute on Destructive Cults
C2014, London
Chatel, Luc
Civitas & les nouveaux fous de Dieu
Éditions du Temps Présent
Jeffs, Brent W., with Maia Szalavitz
Lost Boy
Broadway Books
C2009, New York
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Jessop, Carolyn, with Laura Palmer
Escape
Broadway Books
C2007, New York
Lesher, Michael
Sexual Abuse, Shonda and Concealment in Orthodox Jewish Communities
McFarland
C2014, Jefferson
Neulinger, Isabelle
Jamais vous n’aurez mon fils: Le combat d’une mère pour sauver son fils de l’emprise de
religieux intégristes
La Boîte à Pandore
C2011 Belgique
Schweizerische Arbeitgemeinschaft gegen destructive Kulte SADK (Hrsg)
Sekten im rechtsfreien Raum
Presdok AG
C1990, Zurich
Tourish, Dennis
The Dark Side of Transformational Leadership: A Critical Perspective
Routledge
C2013, Hove & New York
Tredwell, Gail a.k.a Gayatri
Holy Hell: A memoir of Faith, Devotion, and Pure Madness - Revelations of my 20 years as
personal attendant to the ‘Hugging Saint’
Wattle Tree Press
C2013, Maui
Van Wyck, Ilana
The Universal Church of the Kingdom of God in South Africa: A church of Strangers
International African Library, Cambridge University Press
C2014, New York
Xiao, Ming
The Cultural Economy of Falun Gong in China: A Rhetorical Perspective
University of South Carolina Press
C2011, Columbia
Zeller, Benjamin E.
Heaven’s Gate: America’s UFO Religion
New York University Press
C2014, New York

REPORTS
INFORM (Information Network on Religious Movements
Annual Report, April 2013-March 2014
London
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Info-Cult on Facebook
Find us on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/InfoCult.InfoSecte

Info-Cult E-mail Information Lists (English and French)

Info-Cult on Facebook
Info-Cult’s free email service offers subscribers: articles on cults, new
religious movements and related subjects, announcements of
upcoming conferences, television programs and updates about InfoCult. For more information about this service:
http://infosect.freeshell.org/infocult/Options_EN.html

Info-Cult’s videos can
be accessed on our
YouTube page:
http://www.youtube.co
m/user/infosecte

Info-Cult is a registered charitable organization and is recognized for its role in
responding to a real need in our society. Info-Cult is able to carry out its activities
thanks in large part to the support of people like you who believe we provide a
vital community service. Please consider donating to Info-Cult today.
Online at:

https://www.canadahelps.org/services/wa/dnm/en/#/page/16231

Or by PayPal

Go to www.infocult.org and click on DONATE NOW
Or by mail to
Info-Cult, 5655 Park Ave., Suite 208, Montreal, QC, Canada H2V 4H2.

Donations to Info-Cult are tax deductible and are greatly appreciated.

PayPal

Conservative Protestants … (Continued from page 8)
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